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The Attribute Table

You can examine all of the information contained in a layer by opening its Attribute Table. 

	g. Open the Attribute Table for sewers by control-clicking the layer name in the layers list. 

Choose Attribute Table from the popup menu.
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Each row, or record, in the table describes a single feature in the dataset (for example, the data collected at a particular sewer or storm drain).  

Each column, or field, contains the data gathered about a particular attribute (for example, the type of sewer or storm strain, the name of the street, if there is an intersection or not, the GPS accuracy, the class group, and the date the data was taken).
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Locate and highlight a row in the attribute table that contains a sewer located on Packer Ave.

Notice that a sewer point is highlighted on your GIS. 

Select another point on the attribute table and locate it on your GIS.

We think some students may have entered their data incorrectly. Let’s find out!

We can use the attribute table to make sure our sewer location data was entered into the database correctly.

To do this, we need to first label all the Northampton County roads. 

1. Select the Northampton County Roads layer in the GIS.

2. Open the Properties window by control-clicking the Northampton County Roads layer in the Layers list and select Properties from the popup menu.

3. Click on the “Labels” tab.

4. Select FENAME in the “Label features using:” drop-down menu.

5. Select “Above the line” for Placement.   
6. Click OK.
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The street names in Northampton County should now be displayed on your GIS.

Let’s check all the Packer entries in the database and find out if they are really located on Packer Ave.

· Locate and highlight each row in the attribute table that contains a sewer located on Packer.
· Look for the highlighted sewer points on your GIS display. 

· Use the chart below to keep track of the sewers that are actually located on Packer Ave in your GIS display.


If a sewer is actually located on Packer, write its latitude and longitude in the left chart.

If a sewer is NOT actually located on Packer, write its latitude and longitude in the right chart.

	Highlighted sewers on Packer in GIS 
	Highlighted sewers NOT on Packer in GIS

	Latitude
Longitude

	Latitude
Longitude



Let’s check all the Morton entries in the database and find out if they are really located on Morton.

	Highlighted sewers on Morton in GIS 
	Highlighted sewers NOT on Morton in GIS

	Latitude
Longitude

	Latitude
Longitude
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